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Candidate surname Other names

Total Marks

Centre Number Candidate Number

Please check the examination details below before entering your candidate information

Time
Paper
reference

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

centre number and candidate number.
•  Answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
• Good luck with your examination.

WET01/01

P66228A
©2021 Pearson Education Ltd.

1/1/1/1

Pearson Edexcel 
International
Advanced Level

You must have:
Source Insert (enclosed), Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of 
the Forward Books of Poetry 2002–2011 (clean copy only)
Set texts (clean copy only)

2 hours

English Literature
International Advanced Subsidiary 
UNIT 1: Post-2000 Poetry and Prose 

PMT
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SECTION A: Post-2000 Poetry

Answer ONE question from Section A.

You must select your second poem from the prescribed poems  
listed in the Source Insert on page 2.

Begin your answer on page 3.

EITHER

1 Compare the ways in which poets present events in unexpected ways in ‘Out of 
the Bag’ by Seamus Heaney and one other poem of your choice from Poems of the 
Decade: An Anthology of the Forward Books of Poetry 2002–2011.

 In your answer, you should consider the following:

 • the poets’ development of themes 

 • the poets’ use of language and imagery 

 • the use of other poetic techniques. 

(Total for Question 1 = 25 marks)

OR 

2 Compare the ways in which poets present the effects of past experiences in ‘To My 
Nine-Year-Old Self’ by Helen Dunmore and one other poem of your choice from 
Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward Books of Poetry 2002–2011.

 In your answer, you should consider the following:

 • the poets’ development of themes 

 • the poets’ use of language and imagery 

 • the use of other poetic techniques. 

(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)

PMT
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 1  Question 2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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SECTION B: Post-2000 Prose

Answer ONE question on your chosen text.

Begin your answer on page 17.

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini

EITHER

3 ‘The women in The Kite Runner are often silent, but always make a powerful 
impression.’ 

 In the light of this statement, explore the extent to which female characters have 
influence in the world of the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)

OR

4 ‘The Afghanistan of The Kite Runner undergoes a succession of political changes, the 
effects of which are felt at both a national and a personal level.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the ways in which Hosseini presents the effects 
of political change in the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 25 marks)

Life of Pi – Yann Martel

EITHER

5 ‘Teaching is a crucial element of Life of Pi.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the importance of teaching in the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 5 = 25 marks)

OR

6 ‘For all its seriousness, Life of Pi also has its amusing moments.’

 In the light of this statement, explore Martel’s use of comedy in the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 6 = 25 marks)

PMT
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The White Tiger – Aravind Adiga

EITHER

7 ‘The White Tiger is a thought-provoking work in which Adiga uses a variety of 
techniques to make us think.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the ways in which Adiga encourages his readers 
to reflect on Balram’s vision of the world.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 25 marks)

OR

8 ‘For all we might dislike Balram in The White Tiger, he is also a profoundly pitiable 
character. It is impossible to avoid some feelings of sympathy for him.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the extent to which Adiga makes readers feel 
pity for his narrator.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 25 marks)

Brooklyn – Colm Tóibín

EITHER

9  ‘In Brooklyn Tóibín creates a compelling portrait of the excitement and the difficulties 
of encountering a new society.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the extent to which, according to the novel, it is 
possible for individuals to integrate successfully into a new culture. 

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 9 = 25 marks)

OR

10 ‘Settings in Brooklyn are not just places where events occur; they also help to shape 
those events.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the extent to which Tóibín’s use of setting 
shapes the events of the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 25 marks)

PMT
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Purple Hibiscus – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

EITHER

11 ‘Although some of the characters in Purple Hibiscus do not fully understand the 
implications of their actions, many others choose to disregard the implications.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the motivations of those characters who wilfully 
disregard the implications of their actions.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 11 = 25 marks)

OR

12 ‘Some characters in the novel develop powerful voices; others choose to remain 
silent, or are forced to do so.’

 In the light of this statement, explore the ways in which Adichie presents voice in 
the novel.

 In your answer, you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 12 = 25 marks)

PMT
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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